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From the Gospel Visitant. —June, i811. 





Letter to a Methodist Minister. 


Dear Brother in Christ, 

As he whom the Son maketh free is free indeed, there | 
remains no oceasion for any other bondage than that | 
which is imposed by charity, which is the bond of per- 
fectness. This being our freedom, whatever charity 
dictates we may nat hesitate to do, and wherever char- 
ity would lead, we may not hesitate to go. The dif- 
ferences in particular tenets imbibed by those wo are 
called of God, ever aught to be kept in subjection to 
the power of that love which alone distinguishes the 
disciples of the divine master: for it is evident, beyond 
ol] dispute, that those differences have arisen, not from 
but the onsccrity of mental vi-ion. 


Therefore, whoever withholds 


{he CLEARNESS, 
fellowship from his fel- 
Jow sertant on account of those differences, must be 
more under the influence ef acarnal, than a spiritual | 
nind, ¢ 

In conformity fo the above considerations, ] have in- 
frodneed this episUe with a design to discharge what | 
feel to be my duty,towards one whom,! am wijiing toown 
asa brother, in the faith once delivered lo the saints, 
and a fellow-laborerin the ministry of reconciliation. 

Although the design ef this communication is to pre- 
cent to your mind a more scriptural view of a certain 
passage of scripture, than it appears to me yon at pre- 
rent have; | wish not fo communicate ap idea,that } am 
able to give you any general information in the scrip- 
tures, or that you stand in half the need of instruction 
‘hat your fellow-servont does. 

If i should ‘be so happy as to succeed, as J am wel! 
persuaded I shall, in my present undertaking, I hope 
you will consider me in some mearure as ceserving a re- 
turn, which may he profitable to me, as | hope my la- 
bors, by the blessing of God, may be made to you. 

In your Sermon last Thursday evening from 2 Cor. 
‘his clause of the 5th verse, ‘* Examine yourselves 
whether ye he in the faith,” you had occasion to speak 
of the same apostle’s words to the Heb. xi 1, ** Now 
faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence 
of things not seen.” 

This faith you suggested was a realizing belief of the) 
gospel, or a real gospel belief in one who experiences 
the knowledge of the truth. I donot pretend to use 
your words verbatim, botthe sense, | have no doubt, J} 
am oorrect in. Now what I wish to bring to your view | 
is, that the word faith in the passage quoted from Heb. 
means something very distinct from that exercise of the 
human mind whteh takes cognizance of a fact throngh | 
the medium of evidence, which excercise is our faith, or: 
belief of a real or supposed fact. 

In the first place, permit me to state the several sub- 





jects which must exist as prerequisites of a true gos-; 
pel faith or belief of Christ. 
Seeondly. IT will endeavor to show that the faith | 
spoken of in Heb. is not the result of those prerequi- 
ites. And, | 
Thirdly, I will attempt an illustration of the passage 
10 Heb. by the help of other scriptures. 
“3st. As prerequisites of a faith or belief in Christ.) 
as in all other things where belief is well founded, the 
thing to be believed must exist, and that independent ot 
our helieving it. 4 
2d. The thing to be believed must lie so far hid | 
from us, es not to be comprehended among those things | 


seme 


of wigch we have a positive knowledge, as we have of | 
those tangible objects with which we’ are familiar. 

3d. Suitable evidences or witnesses of the fict to be 
believed must have a proper action, as witnesses, on. 
tie mind. When these circumstances al] exist, a be- | 
lief in the thing thus wi(nessed to the mid, is the effect. 

Secondly. | am to show that the faith spoken of in 
Heb. is not the result of those prerequisites. This | 
faith is the sunsTANCE of things hoped for, the Ev1- | 
DENCE of things not scen. In the case of our believing, 
the Tina behkeved is one thing; the EvIDENCE by 
which we believe is another thing; and our belief, 
whieh is @ censequence arising from the two former, is 
another thing. But the faith in our text is both the 
SUBSTANCE and the EvipENcH, in and by which we be- 
lieve and hope for things unseen. And as our belief 
can never justly be said to be either the thing in which 
we believe, or the evidence by which we believe, co 
our belief, Jet if be ever co real, true or efficacious as to 
its spiritual virtue, can never be justly said to be the 
faith af which St. Paul epake in Hieb. xi 1. 

Thirdly. J am to attempten illustration of the pas- 
sage in Heb. by the help of other scriptures. One of 
the most plain passages which serve to set our text in 
its troé@ scripteral light, is in Rom. iii 3, &e. ‘ For 
what if somé did not believe? shall their unbelief make 
the FAITH of Gop without effect? Ged forbid.’ As 
the unbelief of man is exactly the reverse of belief, so 
it as fully renders hie belief of no effect, as his belief 
makes bis unbelicf of noeffect, But the rarta of Gon 
is neither strengthened by our belief nor weakened by 
our unbelief. And here it is necessary to observe, 
thet God cannot be justly said to BELIFVE any 
thing, because he possesses no knowleage which 
comes to him throngh the medium of evidence; 
therefore it is not proper to say that the faith of God 
is his besief. 

By looking at the context of the quotation from Ro- 
mans, we see that the oracles of God were what some 
did not believe, which ORACLES are the FArrn of God, 
which cannot be made without effeet by the unbelief of 
those to whom those oracles were given. ‘Those oracles 
are spoken of by St. Stephen im Acts vii 38. ** This is 
he that was in the cllurch in the wilderness, with the 
angel which spake to him in the Mount Sinai, and with 
our fathers; who received the lively orRAcLPS to give 
unto us.”> Again, by St. Paul to the Heb. v 12, ‘For 
when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need 
that one teach you egain which be the first principles 
of the oracles of God; and are become such ae have 
need of milk, and not of strong meat.” Agam, see 1 
Peter iv 10 11, ‘* As every man hath received the gift, 
even so ministerthe same one to another, as good stew- 
ards of the manifold grace of God. l 
let him speak the onacies of God.” Flere it may be | 
well to mention that the ORACLES of the first covenant | 
were committed to the Jewish churchin the wik'crness 








ee 


which covenant was but a type of that which St. Paul) 
spake in Fleb. viii 6 7, ** But now hath he olftained » 
more excellent ministry, by how much also he is the 

beller corenant, which was established 
upon befler For if that frst corenan? had 


been faul/less, then should no place have been sopght for 


ee 


mediator of a 


promises, 
the secend.”? You will naturally Ciscover that the era- | 
los of God, the manifold grate of God, and the betier 


' 
| 


L.ce 


corcnant of which Jesus is the Mediator, are ali the 
thing in the passages above quoted, and arc ia! 


the crea- 


fact th: farvthk of God winch the eoneh #o, 
ture car pescr make without e&ect, 


’ 


If any man speak, |! 


who have little or no intercourse. 
+? ‘ - ma 8 x es 
Luis better ceve- met be interwoven into an, regular form, DOr ‘sugit 


nant is the stbsfance of the things for which we hope, 
and it-contains all the evidence by which we believe. 
Though this sufject is of vast importance, and though 
it admits of a very extensive illustration by the help of 
the scriptures, ret | may justly suppose it to be made 
already sufficiently plaim to the understanding of one 
who is studious in the scriptures. 1 will, however, add 
some observations explanatory of the word faith. The 
word io the Greek, (Heb. xi 1.) % pis/is, and is the 
substantive from which the adjective pistos comes, 
which is rendered faithful in Lich. ii 19, ** Wherefore 
in all things it behoveth him (o be made like unto his 
brethren, that he might be a merciful and faithful high 
priest, in things pertaining to God, to make reconcilia- 
tion for the sins of the people.” Likewise see 2, Tim, 
ii. 13. “TF we believe not, yet le abidetli faithful; he 
cannot deny himerelf.’’ Were the word rendered faith- 


fal is the same as in Heb. ii, 17, and comes from pistis, 


and agrees as above with the word in Fleb. xi 1, which 
is rendered faith. This last quotation is similar to that 
above quoted from Rom. iii 3, where the word fatsh 
comes from pisfin, corresponding with the other quo- 
tations. 

You sce, dear sir, I have been.particolar, though con- 
cise. Ihave shown from the text itself, that our beligf 
cannot be what is meant by that faith which is the sub- 
stance of things hoped for, and the evidence of things 
not seen; I have illustrated the text by the help of 
other scriptures ; and | have shown that the ward faith, 
as if comes from tle Greek of those passages which | 
have. quoted, signifies the covenant and faithfulness of 
God. This faithfulness is manifested in the covenant 
of promise, which saith, ** In thee and in thy seed shall 
ell mations be blessed.” “ He is faithful who hath pro- 
mised.”’ 

By having a clear view of this subject, we see that 
the things contained in the everlasting covenant of 
God, ordered and in al! things sure, are the efernal un- 
seen things, which, though they are the proper subjects 
of our belief, yet our unbelief cannot make them with- 
out effect. For those things are not pursuant to our 
belief, but our belief is pursuant te those eternal truths 
and realities of God’s love finally to be manifested in 
our salvation. Our belief of those divine realities, 
established m onr mind, by virtue of the three which 
bear witness on earth, the spiri/, the we/er, and the 
blood, brings heavenly things near to us, and we enjoy 
thereby an antipast of thore thisgs laid up for an inna- 
merabie moititude, who will finally be to the praise 
and glory of him who is our merciful and faithful high 
Iam, dear brother, yours in sincerity, 

HOSEA BALLOU. 

Rer.«Asa Kent, Ministering to the Methodts$ Socie- 
{yin Porlsmouth, 


priest. 
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are the mest dangerous emong civilized pecpie, 





Ty a country where the habitants are rv'e, and 


jscattere! thinly over its sourface, the errors of supersti- 
| tton gre less fatal to peoee ond happiness (han amonga 
,Gense population, and im a state of society more im- 
jproved, Vie same enpetstition may pot be so gen- 
) . 

lerally known and observed, by uncultivated peopl+, 


Their errors would 
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iystematically. Whereever errors in religion are hot 
tuveht. in some established method, or enforced by civil 
authority, they would cause, comparatively speaking, 
but little mneasiness or oppression. Different fimily 
traditions would embrace their superstitious notions ; 
and the inconvenience produced by them would be 
emall, and limited by a narrow circle. 

The greatest evils have been found (o arise where 
eysteme, resulting in error, have been framed, and 
taught by men; for the purpose of aeguiring wealth or 
for personal aggrandigement. Such was the state to 
which the Jews bad arrived, in their religion, of which, 
erriptare and history are but too full in proof. Gov- 
In 


jater times, that unnatural union so fatal to religion, 


ernment and religion, as it was called, were united. 


known by the terms “temporal and spiritual power,” 
and under the denomination, ** Church and State,” 





has produced the most bloody and desolating effects.-- 
Since the Christian era, this union has subsisted many 
Under this estab- 


centuries, in one form or another. 
lishment, the errors, which were introduced, are taught : 
systematically, and authoritatively enforced by the. 


temporal power or the civil arm. The ponderous 

weight of these combined authorities, together with in- | 
tolerant principles bad an influence extensive, and fatal. | 
This spirit of dictation and oppression, fostered then, | 
with the power to execute, is, of all things, most to be 

deprecated, though less at this time to be dreaded. 

A combination of civil and ecclesiastical power has 
been fatal to the freedom, peace, and happiness of na- 
tions; when religion was sunk into superstition, and 
when it was worn for a cloak, by fanatic zeal and Jaw- 
jess ambition. Good names have ever been assumed 
by bad men im power, to perpetrate under their sanc- 
tion the most infernal deeds. 

Thus, at times, has religion been reduced to a sha- 
sow made up of ostentatious pride, and pageantry.— 
The substance that nourishes the moral powers, and 
gives new life te the man, is not found under a gaudy 
dress. Formality is the consumption in which religion 
pines away, and in the fever of misguided zeal and fa- 
naticism she is consumed. 





The times have been, when the price of absolution 
or murder, and other black crimes, was settled in 
pounds, shilling, and pence, by authoritative teachers 
pretending to apostolic authority. The future state of 
the dead has been a matter of trade, and a subject of 
Darter, between the corrupt priest and the afflictive re- 
hative of the deceased, bound in the fetters of supersti- 
tion, Fear and liberality would equally, conduce to 
the advantage of a gloomy and tyrannical priesthood. 
‘The scriptures were locked in dark cloisters, and cells 
of Monks, who were their only interpreters, or they 
were kept concealed in a foreign or dead Janguage as 
“inintelligible as Hebrew and Syriac to the Englisb and 
American reader. 

During the period of the unnatural union of tempor- 
x! and spiritual power, and universal ignorance of the 
ecriptures, among the common people, bloody flaggella- 
tions appeased the consciences of the blinded mortals 
wid fed the ambitions of spiritual despots. They were 
nbeyed by kings, who were ordered from their king- 
goms to appear, apd do penance, at the feet of their 
»piritual masters. Vast numbers of human victims have 
heen sacrificed at the shrine of superstitious error and 
bicotry. 

The passions of envy, wrath, and revenge were the 
attributes of a being that was worshipped ; and for 
whose pleasure, and honor, the fires of persecution have 
been lighted by sects, and parties, alternately in power. 
Such is the imaginary being that has been, but too faith- 
fully worshipped; and bad he been a real being, he 
wust have been satisfied with the mad, and revengeful 


was in like manner honored in ancient heathen nations, | 
never received such an accession to hisdominions,that we 


have any account of, in the same period of time, as did 


this modern Moloch. Such isa brief description of the 


effects of superstition, systematically imposed, and en- | 
forced by power among people advancing in arts and | 


eciences. Jn an improved state of society, when truth 
is not taught for doctrine, and the scriptures are per- 
verted, superstition will reign though unsupported by 


BARTON. | 


compulsory power. 
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Happening to ve in the meeting-house of S h on 
Friday Jast, and observing the pulpit stairs on one side, 
to be covered with books, I took the liberty to go and 
see what they were, and upon examination I found 
them to be Sabbath School Tracts. What time 1 was 
there I spent in reading them, and must say | felt ex- 
tremely sorry to find that they contained so many ab- 
surdities ; and more particularly, because the children, 
that were sent there to be taught out of, and read them, | 
would be compelled to imbibe such erroneous princi- | 
ples before they were old enough to judge between 
right and wrong, or know whether they were commit- 
ting truth or error. Those, who have the care of, or | 
are concerned in the education of children, should be | 
very cautious what kind of instruction they implant in| 
their tender minds ; for they are like soft wax, which | 
will receive the least impression put upon it, and when | 
it is once there it wil] be with difficulty that it is re- 
moved ; for ‘* Just as the twig is bent, the tree is in- 
clined.”’ 

If they are Jed to embrace error while young, it sel- 
dom bappens that it is entirely freed from the mind af- 








ter they come to act and think for themselves 


educate those who will soon Gil our places, and show 
to the world what kind of instruction they received 
while young; for says Solomon—* Train up a child in 
the way in which he should go, and when he is old, he 
will not depart from it.””. Among the many absurdities, 
which J] found, I will, at this time, only mention 
ohe, which i found in a Tract entitled ‘+ Sixteen Short 
Sermons.” 

The writer's object appeared to be, to recommend 
the renouncitg of the world to his readers; and to 
show what the world is he made use of these words, 
viz. ** The world is that depraved multitude, which Je- 
sus Christ aud his Gospel condemns, and for which he 
refused to pray at his death.’ Now if I rightly under- 
stand his language it amounts to this, viz. we must cast 
our eyes around uz, and all whom we call sinners or 
‘* depraved’’ persons, we must renounce and say, stand 
by thyself, come not near me, for I am holier than 
thou. Any comment, upon this, is needless, farther 
than to say, that it is the genuine spirit of Calvinism, 
and not that of a meek and humble fcllower of Christ. 

Bat let us compare the above quotation with scrip- 
ture. See St, John iii, 17. ‘* For God sent not his 
Son into the world to condemn the world ; but that the 
world, through him, might be saved.’ Again. St. 
Jobn xii, 47, ** And ifany man hear my words and 
believe not, | judge him not; for 1 came not to judge 
the world but to sare the world.” 

According to the author of the tract, Christ con- 
demns the world; but according to Chbrist’s own 
words, he came not to either judge or condemn the 
world. Now which shall we believe, the *ANQOVER 
PRESS, or the words of our Saviour, who come net to 
call the righicous but sinners to repentance. 





But what 





spirit of bis faithful servants. The neglected Pluto who 





therefore it is of the utmost importance that we rightly | 





*The above named Tract was printed at Andover. 


ge what you advanced without evidence ? 
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niust be the reflections of a youth educated in the a- 
bove doctrine, upon reading the above passage of scrip- 
ture after he had come to years of diseretion? How 
conld be reconcile the two ideas, which are as opposite 
as light from darkness ? Have ] not been taught from 
the Sabbath School Traci, that Christ came to condemn 
the world, and that he even refused to pray for it? but 
the scriptures teach widely different from that, and I 
have always been taught to believe they are the word 
of God, and also to reverence them as such. What 
shail I do, which shall J] believe? surely my parents 
would not send me there to learn such erroneous prin- 
ciples, therefore they must be correct ; but then how 
can | reconcile it with scriptures? I say, would not 
these be the natural reflections of an inguiring mind ? 
I humbly appeal to all who may read these lines, But 
is this training up a child in the way in which he should 
go? Is it teaching him to follow the examples of him 
who had compassion on sinners, and even prayed for 
his murderous enemies on the cross ? 

O! ye blind leaders of the blind; are you not alrea- 
dy in the ditch ? 

** Woe unto you! for ye compass sea and Jand to 
make one proselyte ; and when he is made, you make 
him two-fold more the child of hell than yourselves.” 

May God grant, that this be a warning to all authors 
of tracts to be cautious that their books contain nothing 
but the pure doctrine of Christ ; and also to all euper- 
intendants that they critically examine all their books 
before they introduce them into their schools. 


June 27, 1 HORATIO, 


Qo¢ 
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Boston, June 27, 1822. 
r 
Rev. Thomas Gray, 


Sin—This day | attended the delivery of a lecture, 
by you, at Chauncey Place, from 1 Timothy, ch. v, 22. 
‘* Neither be partakers of other men’s sins.” In the 
course of your lecture, you represented those, who par- 
took of other men’s sins, to be in danger of punishment 
in a future world, for partaking of them. 

After noticing different relationships in society, and 
describing various ways that lead men to become par- 
takers of others’ sins ; and for which you warned them 
to fear the ** wrath of an avenging” God jn a state 
hereafter ; you represented superiors, who were parta- 
kers of others’ sins, by encouragement to vice, or by 
setting bad examples, to be the least likely to escape 
this wrath, in a future world. You stated, in the latter 
part of your discourse, that a Master, who had, hy some 
means, allared a servant into wickedness, might enjoy, 
in this life, the smiles of Heaven, and the servant suffer 
the divine “* wrath,” for the crimes of which his master 
was in a highly crimina) senses the partaker. You fur- 
ther assured your heerers, that this servant would 
stand at the bar of God after this life, and receive par- 
don from the throne of mercy; and that he would 
there bear evidence against his master, that would con- 
demn him to an awful punishment. Directly after this 
you were distinctly heard to say, that the serrant 
would be condemned to suffer that dreadful punish- 
ment for being a partaker of his master’s sins. The 
last assertion is as consistent as the former, with the 
words of your text, according to whut you professed to 
believe ; but, unless the case be reversed. and the ser- 
vant be found the seducer of his master, (which to be 
sure is not so commonly the fact,) it would be @ palpa- 
ble contradiction of the former statement, and fact 
which you assemed, Was it not an assumpticn in you, 
sir, to threaten the punishment of ** wrath?’ in a future 
fate, upon those who deserve, and have punishment 
in the present state? Did you duly consider the re- 
sponsidility which you incurred ? Are you prepared to 
If yon 
are, with due deference to your judgment, | consider # 
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4 most sclemh, and important duty, that you owe to dead body of her husband? She will tell you that her 
arert, to bring forward the undoubted testimo- conscience bids her do so, to be happy and live with 


vour he . 
. Are these the dictates of reason ! 


I humbly conceive, that you have no right to de- ! him after death. 


during the time that he persisted in folly and trans- 
gression ? Would the master be deterred from bringiog 
ruin opon his servant, and be induced to become a vir- 
tuous and righteous man, by preaching to bim, agreea- 
bly to your representation, that be might live here re- 


ny: , 

nounce punishment in a future world upon all, or any, | You cannot but be aware, that persons have been rack- 
who are * partakers of other men’s sins,” unless you!ed with torture and put to death for the sake of con: | 
produce a ‘* thus saith the Lord” for your denunciation. 


Had you done this, the unpleasant duty would not 


' . . . *. 
science—that for conscience’ take quakers have been | prieved from the wrath he has incurred, in the enjoy- 
hung—and | doubt not that many for conscience’ sake | ment of his wealth and station, and perbaps to exult in 
have denounced wrath and the vengeance of eterval|the ruin he had occasioned, but that wrath should 


have been imposed upon me, of telling you, that the 
words of the apostle, which you read, at the com- 
mencement of your discourse, neither said or intimated 
any thing respeeting persons of that character having to 
suffer the ** wrath”® of God ina future state. You did 


fire upon their fellow sinners. Now if conscience be 
the criterion to which we must make the fina) appeal, 
itis decided, without scripture testimony, that we 
should burn at the stake, or incarcerate in the Inquisi- 
net quote into your lecture one passage that had an al-. tion, those who do not enbscribe to our articles of 
Insion to punishment in a period after this life. Lest it, faith—that there are witches and wizzarde, * well as 
should be thought that I state this only because J differ- that sinners a be eternally tormented in a future 
ed with you in the construction of passages of scripture : State. So strong is the first pillar of your castle. 

which ewere used, I further add, that you did not ad- | 1 was not a little surprised to hear you, while dwell- 
doce one passage, which you pretended to ‘apply in! ing upon this subject, represent the multitude to be in 
proof of future punishment, which, if true, was vastly your favor, with apparent satisfaction and triamph. If 


light vpon him in the eternal world. Common ¢ense 
answers that it would not. If scripture is required to 
confirm the voice of reason, read—‘* The way of the 
transgressors is hard.”? There is no peace, saith my 
God, to the wicked. : 
Your’s in Christian love and watchfulness, 
BARTON BALLOU. 


FIRST UNIVPERSALIST MEETING-HOUSE 
IN CAMBRIDGEPORT, 


the most important idea in your discourse. 

Your hearers have a right to, and Ido most seriously 
and earnestly request of you, testimony of the inspired 
penmen, to substantiate that idea of punishment which 
you saw fit to take for granted. 

You declaimed, towards the close, with peculiar em- 
phasis, against those who teach that sinners receive 
their punishment iv the state in which their sins are 
eommitted ; and who teach that the sinner ought not to 
expect to have the punishment due to his crimes defer- 
red till after he has been arraigned at the bar of his 
judge, in the eternal world. Those who believe, and 
teach this sentiment, to whom you, doubtlessly, direct- 
ed your terrible denunciations, may be designedly or 
earelessly misrepresented, They might be alluded to, 
in such language as the following. ‘* Those who 
teach that the wicked and virtuous will fare alike, in 
the future world.*’ ‘* Those who teach the dangerous 
doctrine that sin will go unpunished, in another state 
of existence.’ I repeat this verbatim from your mouth, 
as near as my memory serves me. The import of it 
was certainly not more correct than the above quota- 
trons. 

You signified that those teachers were the most no- 
toriously wicked of al] those who were * partakers of 
other men’s sins,”? not because they were so much 
more immoral, but because they acted sucha distin- 
guished part in cansing others to sin. You took care 
not to leave any doubt, in the minds of your hearers, 
what fate you would have them assigned in the world 
tocome. The inference was forced upon the mind, 
that the hottest of that wrath, with which you were 
pleased to designate the punishment, would be vented 
upon their devoted heads. 

J am again impelled to ask. Did you consider your- 
relf authorized to threaten, or intimate so awful a fate, 
jor your fellow men? Do you think that Timothy 
would have delivered such a lecture to his hearers, up- 
on these words of the venerable apostle, who addressed 
to him two epistles as to bis son in the faith ? Could he 
have written such a discourse as you did, and towards 
the conclusion have drawn such awful consequences 
from these words of fatherly caution, without having 
the ** conscience” to which you appealed, and the pre- 
possessions of the people, on which you seemed to re- 
ly? Were vot these the principles upon which your 
grand assertions and strange intimations were founded, 
even conscience and prejudices ? On such a baseless 
foundation, empty assertions are assertions still. Con- 
science, you informed your hearers, teaches that there 
Will be punishiuent ina future world. A rule for de- 


‘I did not misapprehend your meaning, you said, thal 
‘the *“* multitude” never thought of the dangerous doc- 
jin, to which you alluded, as above noticed. Dear 
sir, it did not enter into the minds of the “ multitude” 
for ages, that our earth was spherical, or thatit had an 
annual or diurnal revolution. And many of the ** mul- 
' titude”’ disbelieve it at this day. The idea has not en- 
gaged the minds of the ** multitude” that their belief in 
‘the appearance of ghosts and apparitions is false ; and 
'that they appear no where, but in their terrified imagi 

|mations. Such is the strength of the other pillar, upon 
which you endeavor to support the Gothic fabric of su- 
‘perstition. How favorably would you think of a man, 
| who should instil prejudices into the minds of the 
| ** multitude,” and afterwards appeal to these prejudi- 
ces, to support the very system from which they had 
been taught them ? 

The ‘* multitude’’ have been instructed from genera- 
tion to generation, to believe the doctrine of eternal 
misery, and they have not dared to think of any less 
punishment than that which is endless, Have they 
entertained, for centuries past, the doctrine of ** ration- 
al and liberal Christians.” IM you publicly set wp such 
argument, you will furnish your brethren, from whom 
you have dissented, with a weapon which would pierce 
you to the vitals. You must abandon the whole fabric 
of ancient superstition, or you will find, if you have not 
already, your foundation sapped, and ready to fall to 
hide you in its ruins. 

You also asserted, that the doctrige of punishment 
in the present state, had a tendency to encourage men 
!to sin. Thus by leaping over what ought to have been 
| proved, you rush at once upon its teachers, against 
whom your strongest efforts seemed to be directed ; and 
you appeared to think that you had gained your object, 
when you had transformed them into the most infa- 
mous of all those who are ** partakers of other men’s 
sins.”? It is painful to have still to cal] for proof; and 
I fear that J shali not succeed to wel] ae cue who called 
upon his ** friend for three loaves,-who, because of bis 
importunity, gave him as many as he wauted.”’? No at- 


of a dangerous tendency. 
treating a disputed subject? Jt is striking at men, not 
at doctrine. This mode of disposing of a matter of be- 
lief without resort to argument, shews that nothing is 
wanting but power, to have the points of our faith die- 
tated to us. 


their belief in eterna) misery, or divine wrath, that yor 


tempt was made by you to prove that this doctrine was| 
Is not this a puerile way of | Sophia’ Taber. 


Are the ** multitude” so free from sin, on account of | 


The Corner Stone of the edifice, now erecting for the 
use of the “ First Universalist Society in Cambridge- 
port,’’ was laid, in form, on Monday the 24th ult. by 
Amicable Lodge, R. W. John Tarbell, Master. Dur- 
ing the service, an Ode, a Hymn, and Anthem were 
sung in a manner which gave credit to the performers. 
Bre. B. Kent and T, Whittemore addressed the throne 
of grace, in prayer. A pertinent address was delivered 
by Br. Deckinson. A silver Plate was deposited unde: 
the stone, ypon which was the following inscription : 


THE CORNER STONE 
Of this edifice, designed for the service of 
ALMIGHTY GOD, 
And erected by the First Universalist Society in Cam- 
bridgeport, was Jaid iu Masonic Form, 
by Amicable Lodge, 
R. W. Jonn TARBELL, Master. 
In the year of CurisT 1822..——-On the back of this 
Plate was inscribed— 
James Mewroe, President U.S. A. 
Jonn Brooks, & vernor of Massachuseils, 
Thomas Mason, Peter Tufts, Jr. Josialh Mason, Jr, 
Commitiee for erecting the building. 





— 





MARRIED, 


In this City.—By the Rev. Mr. Ware, Elisha B. Per- 
kins, Esq. of Pomfret, Con. to Miss Emily Pope. Mr, 
Cyrus King, merchant, to Miss Rebecca Simonds, Mr. 
Joseph Mansfield to Miss Caroline Matilda Smith. 

In South Reading.—By the Rev. Mr. Emerson, 
| Rey. Dana Clayes, of Plainfield, N. H. to Miss Rebec- 
ca Sweetser, daugliter of John Sweetser, Eeq. of the 
| former place. 
| In Scituate. —On the 23d ult. by the Rev. Mr. Tho- 
jmas, Maj. Paul Merrit, aged 61 to the amiable Mies 

Xoa Litebfield, aged 40. 
|_ dn Cahawba, Alabama.—Mr. Joseph Negus to Mies 
| Elizabeth Titecomb, both of Mass. 
| In West-Combridge.—Mr. Samue] O. Mead, of this 
' city, to Miss Mary M. 1D. Wellington. 

In New-Bedford.—Capt James ‘Townsend to Mies 








| In Framingham.—-Mr. Jonathan Eames, of Sher- 
_burne, to Miss Sally Pratt, of F. 

| da Salisbury.—Mr. David Currier, 4th, to Miss Han 
{nah Colby, 

In Providence, R. {-—Benjamin Franklin Hallett, 
| Esq. to Miss Laura Larned, 








DIED, 


appear so awfully concerned, lest a disbelief of its hor- | 





ciding a point in question must be a universal one—to | rors after this life would plunge them into sin? Your | 


In this City. —Mrs. Sally, wife of Mr. Phineas Saw- 
yer, aged 35. 


be correct it ought uniformly to guide to the same | apprehensions, in this respect, would be as destitute of|” Sarah Abbot Williams, danghter of Mr. Themas R. 


fact. You are asked if this principle does so direct ? ; reason, as your lecture was of argument and scripture | 


Go and ask the conscience of the Hindoo worshipper, | testimony. Wonld the servant whom you represented | 
why he prostrates himself upon the earth, to be crushed las suffering the disma! consequences of his master’s ex- 
to death under the wheels which roll along the ponder- | amples, and of his own crimes, have conducted so im- 
Ask the widow of a deceased Hindoo, | prudently ifbe had been taught to beleve that all 
why she throws berself ypon the funeral pile, with the | these Leavy punislments wou'd be visited ppon bim 


| 


ous Jugernant, 


‘Sophia, daughter of Comfort Claflin, 25. 


Williams, aged 7 years and 4 months, 

Mr. Samuel Cottle, formerly of Kittery, 21. Miss 
Me. Willion: 
Sutton Skinner. 

On Fridey 28th vit. at Jamaica Plains, Mrs. Catha- 
rie Rowe, aged 26, wife of Mr. Thomas Rowe. 


In Soton, Afe.--Col. Jonas Heald, €2, 
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{i the istlow ng dines were sugested by reading 








some accounts in the Reformer, for May, 1622, ex- 


arr ce nre 
= ‘ 


‘ ‘ . - yur ' 
hibiting the daring effrontery of priestis 


in the severe lashings they bawe given the President 
end Congress, for holding public wor-iip in the Cap- 


itol, and exercising their constituti mal right in choos- 
ing a chaplain, awd also a new plan for raising a Mis- 
sionary revenue, extrac 
for April,—together with an extract from a a 
delivered hy the rector of St. Paul's, Boston. 


The Deacon’s Cornfield. 


We Priests have Jabor’d with incessant foil,— 
Ronse Deacons then, and try your ek.) awhile ; 
You know the troubles of the Lord's arnointed, 
Aud how for years we have been disappointed ; 
While that vile barrier in the constitution 
Remains, we can’t effect a revolution, 

Nor get our fingers in the public purse,— 

in fact, things seem to grow from bad to worse? 
Our President, so very lax has grown, 

That lo! He keeps a chapel of bis own, 

And opes its doors to all who wish to come, 
Which leaves our pews as efmpty as a drum: 
Congress beside, won't hand us any cash in, 
Nor even wince at our severest lashing : 

‘Their choice of chaplain is a daring sin, 

And serves to jet licentious doctrines in ; 

it shows indifference to all wholesome laws, 
And disregard to orthodoxy’s cause. 

We trust how’ver they'll feel a just correction, 
Through ovr influence at the next election. 
Resides all thie, sad is the situation 

In the new seftled district of the nation, 

So many diffrent, and discordant sects, 

Whose vagaries no wholezome law eorrects : 
No avaricious priest can find a place 

To preach the principles of partial grace, 

Nor get a salary to his priestly wishes 

That suits his appetite for loaves and fi hes. 
Come Deacons, then, bestow your whole attention, 
(Necessity’s the mother of inrention,) 

Now tho’ the clergy end their satteilites 

Have rais’d vast sums, in dollars, shillings, miles, 
Still not enough, not half enough they cry, 

@ give us MCRE! or we must work or die. 
Though silly girls have robb'd themselves of gowns 
in country places, villages and towns ; 

Though loud appeals are to the churches made, 
And public begging has become a trade— 

Yet all these plans will not the cause sustain, 
Some new inveation must be tried, its plain. 
Go to the Farmers, beg the use of land, 

To others then, who ploughing understand, 

No matter who, elect, or reprobate, 

They'll help p alike, to save the sinking state. 
Three meleed De saoons if they could procure 


iscourse 


Five acres each, *twould raise a func that’s sure ; 
Their skil] and prowess would be high!y pria’d, 
And the whoie number might be canoniz’d. 

But to the cornfield Jet us turn again 

And follow up the begging scheme amain, 

Beg good manure, as much as shall be 
Beg too the 
Then beg it hoed, first, second, and third tine, 

And if the season's good, it will be prime! 

Next beg il gethered, marketed and sold ; 

Then thank the fools, ard pocket all the gold: 

With this more Missionaries might he made, 

At least as good as mony of the irate; 

And sent abroad twelve thousand miles or more 

To try their skill like those at Serampore. HANNAH. 


—_—<—-- = 


wanted, 
seed, and beg it duly planted, 


Diogenes, being a ked, how one should be yen: ced 
of his enemy ; answered by being # virtQous and hon- 
ost juan. 


ted from the Boston Recorder | 





aoe + guna en. o- ages erage 


So ee oe 


;quiry : 


—— ——— — 


HY MX 
WRITTEN BY EB. KENT, Which WE PROMISED 
IN OUR BLAST 


Eternal Licht, eer a!l Supreme, 
Circling with beauty every s] here, 
Lend from its fonnt a holy berm, 


Yo oonsecrate thy T+ mple here. 


Baced on that living Corner-stone, 
Which from the Rock of Ages came, 
When life's blest star o'er Bethlehem shone 
And shepherds hail’'d a Saviour’s name— 
Guard its mosaic from the stam 
Of error in Devotion’= guire, 
Nor let frail ornaments profane 
The altar whence pure off’rings rise. 


Give Wisdom from the radiant East, 
Where Faith and mild Obedience meet, 
And in the shrouded border blest, 
Let Truth defend the merey-seat. 


And while the suppliant here shall bow, 
Or jean on Strength and Grace divine ; 
lf pure within, that light bestow, 
Which issues from no throne but thine. 





FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


Short Sermons....No. VII. 


** Be ready always to give an answer to every man 
that asketh a reason of the hope that isin yoeu.°— 
1 Peter iti 15. 


We shall in this number endeavor (o answer 
another objection made to Universalism, viz. 
that * it will do to live by, but not to die by.” 
lo the first part of this assertion we render our 
willing assent. But we wish to make one in- 
Have our opposers forgotton that they 
have long denominated this doctrine which they 
now say % will do to live by,” a licentious doc- 
trine? Will a doctrine tending to licentious- 
ness do to live by? We think that our oppo- 


truth. It will do iive by. It teaches us that 
God loves his enemies; that he overcomes evil 
with good; that he blesses them that curse him ; 
that he does good to them that hate him; that 
he dispenses his benefits liberally and impartial- 
lv, making his sun to rise on the evil and on the 
good, and sending rain on the just, and on the 
unjust; that he Tenders not evil for evil, but 
good for evil ; that he is not possessed of a re- 
vengetul, retaliating spirit; that he is a being of 
unchangeable goodness. And it strongly recom- 
mends to all men to imitate as far asin them 
les, the perfection of Jehovah. This doctrine 
** will do to live 7, *” It leads us to love those 
who do us injary; to return good for evil, and 
overcome our enemies with love: it teaches us 





to be impartial in our dealings with mankind— 


to supply their wants, and administer to their 


necessities ; to forbear with the frailties of hu- 
man vatnre: to subdue our passions, and im- 
prove ourselves im the practice of virtue. And 


It shews us a God, not arrayed in sullen gloom, 
looking down with scowling visage upon man- 
kind, M ut aGod of love, wisdom, mercy and jus- 
tice, whom we ought ever to imitate. It offers 
the sweetest and richest rewards for virtue, just 
and equitable punispments for vice. It grants 
us patience, hope and reconciliation under the 
‘Hotments of P Fovidlbece, 








our hearts, and destroy our 


sers hare here incautiously told a great deal of 


it holds forth a strong incentive to these things. 


| teaching us to anticipate a day when we shail 
rejoice at the misery of human beings, but ot 
‘softens our obdurateness and teaches us to be 
kind by contemplating that giorious period 
when sin and death shall be swallowed up in 
victory. Permit me again to repeat it, this 
doctrine * will do to live by.” We presnme 
our opponents think that their doctrines have a 
contrary tendency to Universalism. They say 
that this will do to live by, and we cordially 
agree with them; but what shall we think of 
their’s from their own confession? If Univer- 
salism will do to live by, their doctrines will 
net. We think this truth stole from their minds 
inadvertently; they hardly know what they say, 

when they make this expression. ‘Tbeir words 

import that Universalism ts not a licentious 
doctrine, and that its opposite isso. This we 
think is correct; for if every being were to 
conduct upon the princip le of orthodox doc- 
trines, virtue, rectitude and every good thing 
would be bonis hed from the universe. 

We have but little to sav about the ba part 
of the present objection, Universalism will not 
" to die by. Bold assersion! We siete 

ur opponents mean that the doctrine will not 
give comfort upon a death bed. How mast it 
pain a man’s heart, Ww hen called to leave this 
world of trouble. to believe that he shall moet 
his wife, his children, and all his relatives in 
the ever blissful regions of immortality! 0! 
we should expect to see the beam of glory in 
his countenance, and hear songs describing the 
extacy of his soul rolling from his tongue, if he 
only possessed the heart- cheering belief that 
God will torture some of his rational offspring 
forever and ever! This must be the pu abe. 
that fills the soul with transport, and lulls us 
into death in peace! 

But how do our opposers know Universalism 
will not do todie by? Ifwe were disposed to 
descend to particulars we might mention the 
names of Flhanan Winchester, John Murray, 
and many others who died rejoiciug in the he- 
lief of Universalism. But we esteem this vo 
evidence of the truth of the doctrine; nor 
should we suppose it untrue, should a weak 
mind recant when on a death bed. Jews, Ma- 
hometans and Pagans have died, apparently 
firmly believing their respective doctrines.— 
[t appears rational to believe that a hope of 
salvation is comfortmg at any time; and our 
comfort will increase as our hope extends and 
strengthens. He that has evidence to support 
his faith, has founded it upon a rock ; and the 
winds and floods of death cannot sweep it away. 

K ICHARDS. 
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FOR THE UNIVEREALIST MAGAZINE, 





A Question for Universalists. 


in which state of existence is the following 
truth of the sacred scriptures, to be manifested ; 
in this, or in a future state? 

There are some, * Who shall be punished 
with everlasting destruction fr om the presence 
of the Lord and from the glory of his power. 

Please to answer the above, and oblige 


PAUL. 





W hittemore’s Sermon. 


5 ha Published and for Sale at this OMce—A Ser- 
mon, delivered before the Universalist Society in 
West Cambridge. on the Evening of the last Sebbath in 





It does not barden. 


natural aflections by ! bridge. 


May, 1822. By Thomas WaitteMos &, Paster of the 
Universalist Societis infor hridgepert and West-Cam- 
Text, Mat. xxv 31—46. Péice 12 1-2 cents. 





